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THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas                              The Rt. Rev. Peter Lee, Provisional Bishop 

The Easter Way of Life 
The daily headlines read like Christ's crucifixion. There is the continuing war in 
Afghanistan, Main Street continues to struggle in spite of the rising stock market, the 
gap between the “Haves” and the “Have-Nots” continues to widen and deepen. We 
live in a world with too many people are being "left behind", not just kids. All this 
hurts Jesus. All these are blows of the hammer nailing Jesus to the cross. 
 
To enter into the joy of Easter and the qualities of light, I need reminders that Jesus 
was not "cured of death," as theologian James Alison puts it, but that Jesus kept 
fidelity with life. 
 
His Way of Life begins in the light of an empty tomb.  And so we should not cling to our ways of death but 
embrace those things which inspire us and give us hope; that our hope will inspire hope to live in others. 
And as Mary Magdalene, the first apostle, sent to bear the good news of Jesus resurrection to the Twelve, 
our hope shall rest in the living Christ, not just the Christ found in the gospels and the writings of Paul, but 
the Christ we see in the myriads of people we greet, talk to and break bread with each day. Like Jesus, on the 
road to Emmaus, the living Christ comes to us in the seemingly mundane things of life, breaking bread and 
sharing the joy, love and laughter and triumphs and even the tragedies of our lives. 
 
In his Way of Life, Jesus breathes peace and forgiveness on his disciples. When all around us grab for the 
sword and cry for blood will we lift our voices and banners for peace?  Will we have the strength to forgive 
our enemies; as we too, like St. Paul, were once enemies of the cross of Christ? 
 
Jesus engaged Thomas' in the questions of his heart.  Is our faith strong enough to hold amidst the doubts of 
our own hearts?  Will we risk engaging with those who struggle to have faith at all, the agnostic and the 
atheist? Jesus teaches Peter about nature of love itself. Love is about feeding and caring for others and 
holding fast to each other when all around you are frightened and want to flee.  Can we live as community, 
as family, not always agreeing but always loving and forgiving and maintain fidelity with one another when 
times are hard? 
 
Jesus sends the disciples on His Way, into a new world to contend with the principalities and powers of this 
world, until their final defeat.  Will we dedicate ourselves to bringing light to the corners of our 
neighborhoods that are held in darkness by addiction, poverty, prejudice and oppression? Will we honor our 
baptismal promises by respecting the God given dignity of every human being regardless of nationality, 
race, creed or sexual orientation? Will we engage in the struggle for justice and freedom for all people, not 
merely those who think, look and act like us? And will we by the sharing of our goods secure that dignity, 
justice and freedom for all? 
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After living through the darkness of the tomb and the worst winter I can remember, I am ready to embrace 
the Way of Life. We are people of joy. We walk in illumination. Where we pass, may our footprints glow 
with the light of Christ and life will blossom along our path. Come, live in the Light! 
 
Resurrection Happens! 
___________________________________________________________ 

Vestry Notes, by Barbara Outland, Vestry Clerk  
 
The monthly meeting of the Rector and Vestry of St. Thomas was held Tuesday, March 18, 2014, in the 
Parish House at 6:00 PM. The Rector, Treasurer Ernie Carter, and Vestry members Hugh Davis, Daniel 
McCamish, Bubba Peele, Jim Shotwell, Lindsay Vaughan, Barbara Outland, and Gretchen Simons were 
present. The Rector opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
February Minutes: The minutes of the February Vestry meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 
Election of Jr. Warden: The Vestry elected Jim Shotwell as Jr. Warden. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Pledge income for February was $9,623. The Braxton Britt funds for 2013 have been 
dispersed and the church received $32,280. Ernie said that we should expect to receive approximately 
$30,000 annually. A motion was made and approved to sell the lot owned by St. Thomas in Colonial Acres 
to an interested buyer. Ernie will pursue the sale. The Rector’s Dinner raised $1000 for the medical mission. 
 
Rector’s Compensation Committee: The committee met prior to this Vestry meeting. To meet diocesan 
compensation guidelines, the committee proposed incremental increases over the next several years to raise 
the rector’s salary to the level the diocese recommends according to the longevity of his service and our 
parish size. The Vestry approved an increase this year of $7000. 
 
Service: Jeff said that the medical mission is in need of a pharmacist. Bubba will talk with someone he 
thinks would be interested. 
 
Worship: The Easter Vigil service will be moved to Saturday evening. Jeff will not be in Gatesville the 
second Sunday in April, so there will be a Eucharist at St. Thomas that day instead of the usual morning 
prayer. Ernie proposed having services at Grace Episcopal Church in Lewiston-Woodville sometime, 
perhaps in the fall. Lindsay will look into this possibility. Jeff has been asked to perform Eucharist at Christ 
Church in Creswell, NC, on a Sunday afternoon every six weeks or so. The Vestry approved this service. 
 
Education: The Lenten Book Study of Brian McLaren’s Naked Spirituality is continuing, as is the Adult 
Sunday School’s study of McLaren’s Why did Jesus, Moses, Buddha, & Mohammed Cross the Road. 
Gretchen Simons praised the Children’s Sunday School class for their work on composing the Prayers of the 
People for Easter season. 
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Long-Range Maintenance Planning Committee: Committee members have done a walk-through of the St. 
Thomas campus looking at maintenance issues and are working on a priority list.  
 
Other: Jeff mentioned that some parishioners have walked in to find visitors seeking sanctuary in the 
church. He will send out a message to parishioners to be aware that the church doors remain unlocked for 
this purpose. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
ECW NEWS 
 
What: 126th Annual Meeting of the Episcopal Church Women 
 
When: April 24th 
 
Where/Host: St. James Church, 25 South Third Street, Wilmington, 28412 
 
Guest Speaker: The Rt. Rev. Henry Parsley (Retired Bishop of Alabama) 
 
Topic: “Ponder anew what the Almighty can do” 
 
The schedule for the day: 
   9:45   Registration and coffee 
         10:30   Business meeting followed by the Speaker, The Rt. Rev. Henry Parsley 
         11:45   Holy Eucharist and Installation of Officers 
 
Deadline for reservations: Must be received no later than April 11, 2014 
Cost for lunch: $15.00 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Food Baskets for Easter:  In addition to the food baskets the ECW provides at Thanksgiving and Christmas 
for twelve families in the area, this year baskets will again be provided at Easter.  The ECW will provide the 
ham for the baskets. Non-perishable items to be included in these baskets should be brought to the church 
narthex or parish hall kitchen by Good Friday.  
 
 
Holy Week & Easter Services  
Saturday, April 5th  Church Yard Work Day (beginning at 9:00 am) 

Thursday, April 17th Maundy Thursday Agape Meal, Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar begins 6:00 pm 
in the Parish Hall  

Friday, April 18th Good Friday Liturgy with Communion from the    
                                          Reserved Sacrament 6:00 pm 

Saturday, April 19th         Easter Vigil (Vigil begins at 7:30 pm) 
Sunday, April 20th 9:00 am – Flowering of the Cross  
                                          10:30 am – Festival Eucharist 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS  
  6 Charles Pierce 
  8 Tillery Johnson 
14 Briley Hedrick 
15 Ann Hughes 
18 Linda Shotwell 
21 Gail Carter 
22 Martina Jones 
22 Wyatt Redman 
 
   
 “O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Charles, Tillery, Briley, Ann, Linda, Gail, 
Martina, and Wyatt, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your 
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 
 
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
12 Jamie and Becky Johnson       
 
 
 
 
 
 
“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his 
Church:  Send therefore your blessing upon Jamie and Becky, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness 
and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Soup Kitchen Date for April                  
 
Thursday, April 24th at 5:00 pm 
 
 

Easter Flowers: The Flower Guild will create a special celebration of 
flowers in the Nave for our Easter services.  A mixture of shrubs, 
plants, and cut flowers will be used, some of which will live on in the 
garden beside the church after their service indoors. Anyone interested 
in helping to provide special flowers for the altar this Easter is invited 

to support this effort through a designated donation. Forms are available in the narthex that 
may be filled out and placed in the offering plate or turned into the office by Monday, April 
14th. 



 April Newsletter 5 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for April 2014 

Acolytes 
  6 Stan Jenkins and Gretchen Simons 
13 Daniel McCamish and Nick Ingram 
20 Charles Sawyer 
27 Jerrie Taylor and Mary Outland 
 
 
   

Altar Flowers 
  6 Ms. Briley Hedrick 
13 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Tayloe 
20 Flower Guild 
27 OPEN DATE  
   
Altar Guild 
Sue Liverman and Jerrie Taylor 
 
Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 
  2 Dicky Hoggard 
  9Jim Shotwell 
16 Peggy Vann 
23 Bubba Peele 
 
Lay Readers 
  2   6:00 pm Evening Prayer- Jim Shotwell 
  6 10:30 am Holy Eucharist- Claudia Griffin 
  9   6:00 pm Evening Prayer- Claudia Griffin 
13   8:00 am Morning Prayer- OPEN 
     10:30 am Holy Eucharist- Colin Jones 
16   6:00 pm Evening Prayer- Colin Jones 
20 10:30 am Holy Eucharist- John Davis 
23   6:00 pm No Evening Prayer 
27 10:30 am Holy Eucharist- Jim Shotwell 
 
Ushers 
Stan Jenkins and Charles Sawyer 
 
Yard Work  
  6 Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 
13 Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 
20 Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 
27 Charles Sawyer and Beth Douglas 
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Church Clean-up Day is Saturday, April 5th beginning at 9:00 am. If you can’t participate on April 5th, please 
consider picking one of the yard duties and work on your own schedule. The yard duty sign-up sheet is located 
in the church office. Sign the master list FIRST. Please have your selected yard duty completed before Palm 
Sunday, April 13th. Thank you for your support. 

Yard Work Sign-up Sheet 

  1. Roundup sidewalks 

      _____________________________________________________________ 

  2. Weed a bed 

      _____________________________________________________________ 

  3. Cut back liriope 

      _____________________________________________________________ 

  4. Dig up four old shrubs on left side of Church 

     ______________________________________________________________ 

  5. Prepare above area for planting 

     _______________________________________________________________ 

  6. Prune back several feet of holly alongside of church 

     ________________________________________________________________ 

  7. Cut down dead holly tree 

     ________________________________________________________________ 

  8. Cut down to ground volunteer bush behind bench in front of Parish Hall 

     ________________________________________________________________ 

  9. Rake out dead magnolia leaves from beds 

     ________________________________________________________________ 

10. Fertilize yard 

     ________________________________________________________________ 

11. Edge beds 

    ________________________________________________________________ 
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